ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A hydrocarbon sensor and collector. An element that is capable of 
absorbing and releasing hydrocarbons is positioned in the air intake system of 
a vehicle, upstream from the engine and wholly in the airflow. The element 
has a plurality of chambers defined in it that allow air to pass through the 
element. The hydrocarbon sensor and collector also includes a means for 
detecting the level of hydrocarbons absorbed by the element. 
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